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Abstract

Since Thai people have a crucial problem with English pronunciation which obstructs their
communication with foreigners. Therefore, it is necessary to find any appropriate methods of teaching English vocabulary
pronunciation. The purposes of the research, then were to: 1) compare the English vocabulary reading skill of the third
year preschoolers after the experiment between the experimental group using Phonics method and the controlled group,
using regular method and 2) compare the interest of English vocabulary reading skill practice of the third year
preschoolers between the experimental group and the controlled group. The sample used for the research were twenty
third year preschoolers, aged 5-6 years, divided into an experimental group and a controlled group of ten each which
simply randomized from the population of Promwit Kindergarten, Muang District, Phetchaburi Province, in the second
semester of the academic year 2013. The instruments used in the study were twenty-four lesson plans of English
vocabulary pronunciation practice by using phonics method and twenty-four lesson plans of English vocabulary
pronunciation practice by using regular method for six-week experiment. Twenty-one items of an English vocabulary
reading skill test with the reliability of 0.71 was used for evaluation, and fifteen items of an interest of English vocabulary
reading skill practice observation form was used to examine students’ interest to English learning. Statistics used for data
analysis were mean, standard deviation, t-test and analysis of covariance.

The results of the study were as following:

1. The English vocabulary reading skill of the third year preschoolers of the experimental group and the
controlled group after the experiment overall were not different with statistical significance. Considering each aspect,
spelling was different with a statistical significance at 0.05 level. The spelling mean score of the experimental group was
higher than that of the controlled group. Whereas, the pronunciation and understanding the meaning of vocabulary of the
experimental group were not different from those of the controlled group with statistical significance.

2. The interest of English vocabulary reading skill practice of the third year preschoolers overall after the
experiment of the experimental group was higher than that of the controlled group with a statistical significance at 0.01 level.

The findings indicated that English vocabulary pronunciation practice using phonics method still could be
one choice of developing the English vocabulary reading skill of the third year preschoolers. Because, the results showed
that the experimental group had better development in an aspect of spelling, had better interest in pronunciation practicing
than those of the controlled group. Thus, preschool teachers should implement these plans of English vocabulary
pronunciation practice using phonics method for developing English vocabulary reading skill of the preschoolers by
focusing more on the pronunciation and the understanding the meaning of vocabulary.
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