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Abstract

Nowadays, most people pay less attention to local polity and administration. This can be proved by the
number of people voting in the elections of municipality council members in Samut Songkhram Province, about 67.40%,
which are less than those voting in the general election, about 84.26%. Thus, the researcher was interested in doing this
research aiming to study: 1) local political participation, 2) factors affecting development of local political participation, and
3) guidelines for development of political participation. The research samples were 400 people. The tools for collecting data
were a questionnaire and a test. Besides, 21 local administrators and the chairman of provincial election commission were
interviewed by using an in-depth interview form. The data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, multiple regression analysis, and content analysis.

The research results were as follows:

1. The people’s local political participation was overall at a moderate level. When each aspect of
participation was considered, it was found that the aspect with a high level was people listening to political news, that the
aspects with a moderate level were people talking about political issues and monitoring the politicians’ canvass, contacting or
appealing for or requesting explanations from local governmental agencies, and regularly attending community meeting, and
that those with a low level were people always going to vote in every election, persuading other people to go to vote, and
attending the protest demonstration.

2. The factors affecting development of local political participation with predictive efficiency at

82.30% consisted of political participative behavior, knowledge and understanding on local polity and administration, and

A

social and political context. The regression equation in the form of standard score was Z o = 0558 (X)+0.152 (X)) +
0.143 (X)

3. The guidelines for development of local political participation were provision of more knowledge and
understanding on local polity to people, promotion of political exposition in democratic regime, selection of political
candidates with proper qualifications: the good persons with the will to work for public, unselfish mind, sacrifice, good
knowledge, eagerness to voluntarily develop community, and merit in working. These should be done together with
supporting organizations in public relation, using various media, and campaigning to promote people with knowledge,
ability, and social preparedness to become local politicians to cooperate in local development.

The research finding revealed that, in political participation development, people had to be enhanced to have
knowledge, understanding, and awareness on importance of election, which would be beneficial to themselves and society in

the future.
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