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Abstract

Political participation is a basic principle of democratic governance. In addition to voting in an
election, there are other political activities in election process in which people can participate. Thus, the
researcher was interested in doing the study on election administration based on political participation in the
areas of municipalities in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province aiming to: 1) study political participation and
election administration in the areas of municipalities in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, 2) examine the
relationship between political participation and election administration of Prachuap Khiri Khan Election
Commission, and 3) synthesis the proper guidelines on promotion political participation in Prachuap Khiri
Khan Province. In quantitative study, a questionnaire with reliability at the 0.962 level was used for collecting
data from 399 people living in the areas of municipalities in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province. In qualitative
study, a structured interview form was used for collecting data from 15 key informants: personnel with
important roles and duties in election administration and promotion political participation. The data were
analyzed by using percentage, mean, standard deviation, and analysis of correlation coefficient.

The research results were as follows:

1. Political participation was overall at a high level. When each aspect being considered, the
aspect with the highest mean was information and political interest, and the others with lower means were
political knowledge and understanding, and public operation, whereas the aspect with the lowest mean was
economic and social one. The election administration was overall at a high level. The aspect with the highest
mean was election performers, and the others with lower means were election management and election
campaign, whereas the aspect with the lowest mean was people’s participation in election.

2. There was positive relationship at a high level, the correlation coefficient (r) = 0.794, with
statistical significance at the 0.01 level between election administration of Prachuap Khiri Khan Election
Commission and political participation in the aspects of economy and society, public operation, information
and political interest, and political knowledge and understanding.

3. The synthesis proper guidelines were that, in the efficient election administration, there had
to be a clear plan being implemented according to time frame determined in laws in the aspects of election
management, personnel, budget, and materials, that personnel for the election management in every level had
to be neutrally recruited and continuously trained to be professional, that private sector and people should be
promoted to participate in every step of election process, that networking for election campaign should be
supported, and that people should be motivated to participate in the election.

The research findings was that the office of election commission should sign MOU with
public and private organizations and formal and informal educational institutes to create election
network for providing people knowledge on democratic way of life. Besides, to motivate people to
participate in political activities, public sector should allocate budget for election support in form of

rewards such as tax reduction rights or other benefits from public welfare.
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