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Abstract

Buddhism Inheritance and maintenance is an essential duty of all Buddhists who collaboratively
maintain Dhamma teaching principles that could help mankind living together in peace. This will result in
happiness all of us, including animals and nature. This research aimed to: 1) evaluate perception of the local
capital networks on Buddhism inheritance, 2) determine the development process of the local capital
networks on Buddhism inheritance undertaken by Wat Thong Naphakhun in organizing activities for Buddhism
inheritance, and 3) examine the result of the Buddhist inheritance of the local capital networks undertaken by
Wat Thong Naphakhun. The mixed research methodology was employed in this study. For the quantitative study,
a questionnaire with a reliability level at 0.90 was used for collecting data from 178 persons selected with a
purposive sampling method. The data were analyzed by using percentage, mean, and standard deviation. For the
qualitative study, the structured in-depth interview form was used for collecting data from 26 key informants
selected with a purposive sampling method from 13 networks and 2 persons each network. The data were
analyzed by using content analysis.

The research results were as follows:

1. The perception of local capital networks on Buddhism inheritance by administration
according to the religious principles undertaken by Wat Thong Naphakhun in Phetchaburi Province was overall at
a very good level; ranked in descending order of their means as aspects of the application of
Aparihaniyadhammo (prevention of degeneration leading to prosperity), Dhammadhipateyyo (The use of the
Dhamma principle as a main point), and Iddhipadadhammo (finishing the good work) with the lowest mean,
respectively.

2. The development process of the local capital networks undertaken by Wat Thong
Nopphakhun consisted of three important principles: 1) "principle of equality and Independence," the networks
was formed by grouping process made by the people in community around the temple, having similar living
culture or being kinship, 2) "principle of communication," providing a channel to work together, using modern, up-
to-date and transparent with ease to access on the basis of privilege and respect, trust, and caring for each other,
3) “principle of grouping,” joining with willingness, having regular meetings, continuously organizing activities
together, creating conditions for encouraging and empowering mutual awareness, collaboration, decision-making,
and taking action.

3. The result of the Buddhism inheritance of the local capital network undertaken by Wat
Thong Naphakhun was under the coordination of the four of Buddhists networks, in which each networks was
increased in 10%, of members and 14.5% more Buddhists in general continuously joined in the temple activities.

The research findings showed that the local capital network driven by organizational leaders
managing on the basis of Dhamma principles could effectively enable the organization to achieve its mission and
goals, especially religious organizations. The key person was the abbot of each temple. Because the temple has
the leader who behaves in morality and being the model for Buddhists, as well as having principles in organizing
proper activities according to Dhamma principles. The temple, therefore, is considered an important leaming

center for Buddhism inheritance.
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