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Abstract

Cultural tourism is a new alternative for tourists who value history, culture,
lifestyle, and all fields of art. Tourism in Wat Kho community is one of the cultural attractions
that is still not widely known to tourists. This research aimed to 1) determine the context of
cultural attractions in Wat Kho community; 2) examine the composition of cultural attractions
in Wat Kho community; and 3) propose guidelines for the development of cultural tourism in
Wat Kho community. This study applied a mixed method of investigation. The quantitative
data were collected by a questionnaire with F= 0.953 from the sample of 400 tourists traveling
selected with accidental sampling. The data were analyzed by for frequency, percentage,
mean, and standard deviation. The qualitative data were collected by using a structured in-
depth interview from 9 key-informants purposively selected including the community leaders,
wisdom owners, shop owners, Phetchaburi cultural officials, local officials, abbots in Wat Kho
community, and community representatives. The obtained data were analyzed with content
analysis.

The research results were as follows:

1. The context of cultural attractions in Wat Kho community were consisting of Wat
Kho Suttharam’s architecture, including the Ubosot, Viham, Pavilion of Merit, Three-chambers
Kutti, bell tower, by-river pavilion (Sala Mahesuan), mural paintings, and the inheritance of
Mueang Phet craftsmanship such as Mok wood craftsmen, goldsmiths, and stucco artisans.

2. The potential of cultural attractions in Wat Kho community both overall and in
each aspect were at a high level, ranging from their means in descending order as the
attractiveness, tourism program organizing capability, accessibility, activities, facilities, and tourist
attraction service providing respectively.

3. The guidelines for the development of cultural tourism in Wat Kho community
comprise of cooperation of the provincial tourism offices, related agencies, and communities
to work as a network to link together local tourist attractions and organize activities, and create
a tourism identity to excellence, show the distinctiveness of Wat Kho community by organizing
traditional events to show the community’s way of life, various architectures, without leaving
the original identity; but to insert modern tourism forms such as preparing street art, photo-
taking scenes that represent the identity of the community, preparing QR-codes for the
attractions and information, as well as improving and developing tourist attractions to stay with
the community in a sustainable way.

The research findings showed that the development of cultural tourism in the Wat
Kho community is based on the potential components of the cultural attractions in 6 aspects
of tour program capability, accessibility, attractiveness, facilities, activities, and attractions. The
promotion of the community tourism could also generate income for the people in the
community.
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